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Linda Y. Jackson

May 21, 2020

Austin City Council
301 W. Second Street
Austin, Texas 78701

Re: Music Venue Economic Recovery Resolution
Dear Mayor Adler, Mayor Pro Tem Garza and City Council Members,

Preservation Austin has been our city’s leading nonprofit voice for historic preservation since 1953. Our
mission is to promote Austin’s diverse cultural heritage through the preservation of historic places.
Nowhere is the connection between culture and place more prominent than in downtown’s Red River
Cultural District, where older and historic buildings provide settings for our city’s most important
concentration of live music venues. These unique spaces shape unique experiences that cannot be
replicated or replaced. Historic venues throughout Austin from South Congress to Cameron Road are
equally vital. Preservation Austin enthusiastically supports the proposed resolution (Agenda ltem 96)
addressing economic recovery of the live music ecosystem, with its emphasis on preservation of and
investment in creative spaces in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.

We are particularly supportive of Council’s endorsement of the Red River Cultural District’s State
Cultural District designation application; the establishment of a cultural land trust; and exploration of
Transfer of Development Rights, land banking, and acquisition strategies for stabilizing assets and
preserving existing venue spaces citywide. State Cultural District designation through the Texas
Commission on the Arts is long overdue and would provide much-needed resources to, in TCA’s own
words, “harness the power of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and community
revitalization.” The designation would make this dense, but delicate, creative ecosystem stronger and
help catalyze downtown’s economy during the current downturn. Land trusts and public acquisition
would constitute bold, progressive, and effective strategies for stabilizing the creative spaces upon
which so much of our city’s identity and economy rely. These venues were struggling to remain in place
before the pandemic and, by their nature, will continue to suffer from its fallout long after many other
businesses have reopened. Without this direct investment they will close.

Preservation Austin has worked to build connections between the Red River Cultural District’s past and
present for several years. Our projects have included an oral history program pairing high school
students with such venues as Mohawk, Stubbs, and the former Emo’s, and hosting a tour of the district’s
history and preservation challenges during the Texas Society of Architect’s 2017 Annual Conference. Our
Board of Directors supported Council’s May 2019 Palm District Master Plan Resolution, of which the Red
River Cultural District is a crucial part. Lindsey Derrington, our Executive Director, serves on the Planning



and Zoning Department Urban Design Division’s Regional/Urban Design Assistance Team (R/UDAT)
Steering Committee for the Palm District to advise on how historic preservation can enhance these
planning efforts.

Historic places are the foundation of our work as a preservation nonprofit. But it’s the relationship
between these places, and the communities that bring them to life, that makes them worth preserving.
The importance of Austin’s live music venues to our cultural fabric, our identity, and our economy
cannot be overstated. Preservation Austin commends this resolution’s sponsors for their vision during
these difficult times.

Sincerely,
o, Pantin

Lori Martin
President



